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 BOARD OF DIRECTORS  
ROSEDALE-RIO BRAVO WATER STORAGE DISTRICT 

MINUTES OF THE REGULAR BOARD MEETING 
September 9, 2025 

8:00 a.m. 
 
DIRECTORS PRESENT 
Roy Pierucci, Mitch Millwee, Gary Unruh & Barry Watts 
 
DIRECTORS ABSENT 
Jason Selvidge 
 
OTHERS PRESENT 
District Staff / Consultants – Dan Bartel, Trent Taylor, Megan Misuraca, Zach Smith, Rachelle Echeverria, 
Markus Nygren, Dan Raytis & Jennifer Spaletta 
Public – Oscar Lope, Sonia Lemus, Ben Rudnick, Maria Milan and Ken Campbell 
 
CALL TO ORDER 
President Pierucci called the meeting to order at 8:00 a.m. 
 
APPROVAL OF MINUTES 

a) Regular Board Meeting Minutes of August 12, 2025 
A motion was made by Director Watts with a second by Director Millwee to approve the Board 
of Directors’ August 12, 2025 regular meeting minutes. The motion unanimously passed. 

AYES: Directors Pierucci, Unruh, Millwee and Watts 
NOES: None 
ABSTAINED: None 

 
FINANCIAL REPORT 

a) Treasurer’s Report – Ms. Misuraca presented the Treasurer’s Report as of August 31, 2025, to 
the Board, highlighting significant payments made in August. She noted that the County Fund 
Account balances are still estimates due to the transition to a new accounting system. 

b) Accounts Payable – Approval and Ratification (of payments made August 9, 2025 through 
September 5, 2025) — Ms. Misuraca reviewed the accounts payable report with the Board.  A 
motion was made by Director Unruh and seconded by Director Watts to ratify and approve 
payment of the accounts payable in the total amount of $581,720.87. The motion unanimously 
passed. 

AYES: Directors Pierucci, Unruh, Watts and Millwee 
NOES: None 
ABSTAINED: None 

c) Revenue and Expenditures Report – Ms. Misuraca presented the Revenue and Expenditures 
Report, comparing budgeted amounts to actuals through August 31, 2025. She highlighted 
several accounts that have large changes or budget overages compared to last month. 
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d) Consideration of FYE December 31, 2024 Audit and Financial Report – Ms. Misuraca reported 
that staff worked with BHK Accountancy to review and audit the District’s financial statements 
and accounting processes for the fiscal year ending December 31, 2024. She noted that the 
process went smoothly and the results were presented to the Finance Committee on 
September 5, 2025. Ms. Misuraca reviewed key highlights from the presentation, and a motion 
was made by Director Millwee, seconded by Director Watts, to approve the District’s Fiscal 
Year End December 31, 2024, financial statements and audit. The motion passed unanimously. 

AYES: Directors Pierucci, Unruh, Millwee and Watts 
NOES: None 
ABSTAINED: None 

e) Water Charge Update – Mr. Taylor reported that the 2026 water charge rate will be set at the 
November board meeting. 

 
OPERATIONS AND MAINTENANCE REPORT 

a) District Groundwater Levels – Mr. Nygren presented groundwater levels in relation to the 
District’s minimum thresholds under SGMA, along with a depth-to-water map for the District. 
He also highlighted the updated design of the map, which now includes the District’s recharge 
ponds. 

b) Operations Report – Mr. Smith provided an update on the District’s water supplies and recharge 
and recovery operations. 

c) Maintenance Report – Mr. Smith reported on various maintenance efforts across the District. 
d) Consideration of Purchase of Pump Shade Covers – Mr. Smith reported on current storage 

conditions for the District’s PumpMaster Portable Pumps. A motion was made by Director Watts 
and seconded by Director Millwee to purchase a shade cover structure with a budget not to 
exceed $15,000. The motion passed unanimously. 

AYES: Directors Pierucci, Unruh, Millwee and Watts 
NOES: None 
ABSTAINED: None 

e) Consideration of 2024 Operations Report – Mr. Smith reported that staff is substantially 
complete with the 2024 Draft Operations Report. The item was tabled to the November 2025 
Board meeting for further consideration. 

 
WATER RESOURCES REPORT  

a) State Water Project Operations – Mr. Taylor provided a detailed report on current State Water 
Project operations, including analysis of the 8-station index graph, reservoir conditions, and 
snow water content reports. He noted that staff continues to monitor conditions at Oroville to 
anticipate potential spill impacts on the District’s carryover balance in San Luis Reservoir.  

b) California Delta Conveyance Project – Mr. Taylor briefed the Board on the Delta Conveyance 
Project schedule and ongoing funding discussions. 
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c) Kern County Water Agency Board Meeting Update – Mr. Taylor gave a brief report on the recent 
Kern County Water Agency meeting, noting that the agency is continuing its progress on the 
strategic planning process. 

 
MANAGER’S REPORT    

a) Strategic Plan Update – Ms. Echeverria reviewed the District’s mission, values, and strategic 
priorities with the Board as a refresher, and briefed the Board on staff’s efforts under Goal #4 of 
the Strategic Plan to implement an intentional and focused project plan for major initiatives 
highlighting updates to the goal’s objectives. 

b) Rosedale Recap – Ms. Echeverria reviewed the August Rosedale-Recap and provided metrics for 
the open and click rates of the newsletter. 

c) Project Evaluation Update – Ms. Echeverria, serving as project manager, and the team leads 
reviewed recaps, including the Risk and Reliability Team, the Affordability Team, and the How 
Much Water Team. 

 
ENGINEER’S / PROJECTS REPORT 

a) Onyx Ranch – Mr. Bartel briefed the Board on Onyx Ranch operations including project flows 
over the past month.  

b) Improvement Projects – Mr. Nygren updated the Board on the status of various improvement 
projects across the District including progress on the SCADA project. 

c) Stockdale Integrated Banking Project –  
i. Consideration of Cultural Studies Proposal – Ms. Echeverria reported that staff is 

currently working with Rincon Consultants to prepare the CEQA documentation for the 
Dillard Project and that a cultural study has been deemed necessary. A motion was 
made by Director Millwee, seconded by Director Watts, to authorize staff to execute an 
agreement with ASM Consultants for completion of the cultural report for the Dillard 
Project, with a budget not to exceed $16,436.50. 

AYES: Directors Pierucci, Unruh, Millwee and Watts 
NOES: None 
ABSTAINED: None 

COMMITTEE REPORTS  
a) Groundwater Banking Joint Powers Authority – Mr. Bartel briefed the Board on Phase 1 of the 

project, reporting that one well has been constructed and the second is in progress. He noted 
that the Rosedale 1 design is in progress.  He also reviewed the ALT-5 feasibility team 
presentation with the Board. 

b) Sustainable Groundwater Management Act / Rosedale-Rio Bravo Water Storage District 
Groundwater Sustainability Agency – 

i. SWRCB Hearing Preparation – Mr. Bartel reviewed the presentation for the State Water 
Resources Control Board hearing and highlighted the remaining concerns that the 
SWRCB staff has with the GSP.  
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ii. Consideration of Amended SHE Mitigation Agreement – Mr. Taylor reviewed the 
amended Draft Domestic Well Mitigation Agreement with the Board. A motion was 
made by Director Unruh and seconded by Director Millwee to approve the Domestic 
Well Mitigation Agreement with Self Help Enterprises in substantial form and authorized 
staff to execute the agreement upon completion. The motion unanimously passed. 

AYES: Directors Pierucci, Unruh, Millwee and Watts 
NOES: None 
ABSTAINED: None  

c) Kern Non-Districted Lands Joint Power Authority –  
i. White Land Assessment Structure – Mr. Bartel reported on activities related to the 

development of a White Land assessment structure. An ad-hoc committee, consisting of 
Director Watts and Director Millwee, was formed to provide input on the subject. 

d) Kern Fan Monitoring Committee – No report. 
e) Cross Valley Canal Advisory Committee –  Mr. Taylor briefed the Board on the meeting and 

reported the Alt. 5 improvement project will be on the agenda for discussion moving forward. 
f) Pioneer Project Committee – No report.    
g) Kern River Watershed Coalition Authority (KRWCA) – Mr. Smith briefed the Board on the latest 

Kern River Watershed meeting and reported the 2026 budget was approved.   
h) Kern Fan Authority – No report. 
i) Joint Operating Committee (JOC) – No report. 
j) Committee for Delta Reliability – No report. 
k) South Valley Water Resources Authority – Mr. Taylor briefed the Board on the Fish Friendly 

Diversion project, reporting that the team is working to reduce costs and complete the project 
before December. 

l) Valley Ag Water Coalition – No report. 
m) Kern Integrated Regional Water Management Plan – No report. 
n) Sites Reservoir Project – Mr. Taylor reported on the latest activities and project updates. 
o) Association of California Water Agencies – Mr. Taylor reported on the latest election results. 
p) WAKC – Mr. Bartel reported the Legacy/Water award nominations are coming up and discussed 

recommendations for candidates for the award. 
 
ATTORNEY’S REPORT  

a) Adoption of Revised District Salary Schedule. 
 
OLD OR NEW BUSINESS  
None. 
 
CORRESPONDENCE  
None. 
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PUBLIC COMMENT  
Mr. Rudnick addressed concerns at Onyx Ranch, including a call he received from a landowner reporting 
that his sheep had entered her barn. Because there is no fence to keep them out, the sheep have been 
eating her hay, and she indicated she may remove them. Mr. Rudnick requested that a fence be installed 
to keep the sheep on the property and sufficient water be provided to irrigate the land and supply 
livestock, noting that he believes current water diversions are not sufficient.  
 
Mr. Campbell asked for clarification on groundwater level survey information. 
 
CLOSED SESSION 
During the meeting, the Board met in closed session, as follows:  At 10:26 a.m. President Pierucci 
announced the Board would meet in closed session. At 11:44 a.m. the Board reconvened to open 
session. Mr. Raytis reported that the Board did not take any reportable action during the closed session. 
 
ADJOURNMENT 
At 11:48 a.m. President Pierucci adjourned the meeting. 


