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 BOARD OF DIRECTORS  
ROSEDALE-RIO BRAVO WATER STORAGE DISTRICT 

MINUTES OF THE REGULAR BOARD MEETING 
January 13, 2026 

8:00 a.m. 
 
DIRECTORS PRESENT 
Roy Pierucci, Jason Selvidge, Gary Unruh & Barry Watts 
 
DIRECTORS ABSENT 
Mitch Millwee 
 
OTHERS PRESENT 
District Staff / Consultants – Dan Bartel, Trent Taylor, Megan Misuraca, Zach Smith, Rachelle Echeverria, 
Markus Nygren & Dan Raytis 
Public – Sonia Lemus, Ken Campbell & John Gaugel 
 
CALL TO ORDER 
President Pierucci called the meeting to order at 8:02 a.m. 
 
APPROVAL OF MINUTES 

a) Regular Board Meeting Minutes of December 9, 2025 
A motion was made by Director Watts with a second by Director Unruh to approve the Board of 
Directors’ December 9, 2025 regular meeting minutes. The motion unanimously passed. 

AYES: Directors Pierucci, Selvidge, Unruh, and Watts 
NOES: None 
ABSTAINED: None 

 
FINANCIAL REPORT 

a) Treasurer’s Report – Ms. Misuraca presented the Treasurer’s Report as of December 31, 2025, 
highlighting significant payments made during the month. She noted that the County Fund 
account balances are currently reconciled through August 2025, with estimated December 
2025 assessment revenue recorded in Account 8841. Ms. Misuraca also reviewed 
correspondence from the County indicating that there is no current timeline for when the 
remaining months will be reconciled. 

b) Accounts Payable – Approval and Ratification (of payments made December 6, 2025 through 
January 9, 2026) — Ms. Misuraca reviewed the accounts payable report with the Board and 
highlighted several large or non-routine transactions. A motion was made by Director Unruh 
and seconded by Director Watts to ratify and approve payment of the accounts payable in the 
total amount of $9,387,896.42. The motion unanimously passed. 

AYES: Directors Pierucci, Selvidge, Unruh, and Watts 
NOES: None 
ABSTAINED: None 
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c) Revenue and Expenditures Report – Ms. Misuraca presented the Revenue and Expenditures 
Report, comparing budgeted amounts to actual results through December 31, 2025. She 
reviewed several accounts in detail and explained the reasons for material variances. 

d) Water Charge Update – Mr. Taylor reviewed the farming unit declaration form that is due on or 
before March 15th each year if a landowner wishes to combine farming units early in the year.  

OPERATIONS AND MAINTENANCE REPORT 
a) District Groundwater Levels – Mr. Nygren presented groundwater level data in relation to the 

District’s minimum thresholds under SGMA and discussed the removal of the RBG Well as a 
designated monitoring well. 

b) Operations Report – Mr. Smith provided an update on the District’s water supplies and recharge 
and recovery operations and briefed the Board on the District’s ongoing discussions regarding 
2023 carryover water operations and KCWA’s status on resolution of the matter. He noted that 
additional information was received within the past week indicating adjustments continue to be 
made to the carryover water numbers; however, the revised figures continue to not align with 
the District’s records or its contemporaneous requests, orders and confirmations.  

c) Maintenance Report – Mr. Smith reported on various maintenance efforts across the District. 
d) Consideration of Replacement of Utility Terrain Vehicle – Mr. Smith reported that the UTV at 

Onyx has been very helpful but has become outdated and in need of repairs. A motion was 
made by Director Selvidge and seconded by Director Watts to declare the 2015 Polaris UTV as 
surplus and subject to sale, and to approve a budget not to exceed $25,000 for the purchase of a 
replacement UTV with necessary modifications. The motion unanimously passed. 

AYES: Directors Pierucci, Selvidge, Unruh and Watts 
NOES: None 
ABSTAINED: None 

 
WATER RESOURCES REPORT  

a) State Water Project Operations – Mr. Taylor provided a detailed report on current State Water 
Project operations, including an analysis of the 8-Station Index, reservoir conditions, and snow 
water content reports. He noted that staff continues to closely monitor conditions at San Luis 
Reservoir for potential spill scenarios. Mr. Taylor also briefed the Board on the detection of 
golden mussels in the Cross Valley Canal and ongoing discussions regarding mitigation options. 

b) California Delta Conveyance Project – Mr. Taylor briefed the Board on local DCP meetings in 
addition to funding discussions. 

c) Kern County Water Agency Board Meeting Update – Mr. Taylor gave a brief report on KCWA 
activities and upcoming Member Unit Managers meetings. 
 

MANAGER’S REPORT    
a) Strategic Plan Update – Ms. Echeverria reported staff has begun to utilize the ClearGov strategic 

planning module to track and report on the District’s monthly goals. Ms. Echeverria reviewed 
Goal #1 with the Board recapping staff’s efforts to develop and improve long-term partnerships. 

b) Rosedale Recap – Ms. Echeverria reviewed the December 9 Rosedale Re-Cap with the Board and 
highlighted the topics covered. 
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c) Project Evaluation Update – Mr. Bartel provided a brief update on staff’s efforts related to the 
project evaluation tool, including the affordability, risk, and reliability components, and 
summarized how each team reported on their progress and next steps. 

 
ENGINEER’S / PROJECTS REPORT 

a) Onyx Ranch – Mr. Bartel briefed the Board on Onyx Ranch operations for December and for the 
2025 calendar year, including flows over the past month, ditch maintenance efforts, and the 
status of the Tom Harder no-injury calculation. 

b) Improvement Projects – Mr. Nygren updated the Board on the status of various improvement 
projects across the District including progress on the SCADA project and the McCaslin recharge 
and recovery project. 
 

COMMITTEE REPORTS  
a) Groundwater Banking Joint Powers Authority – Mr. Bartel reported that IRWD and RRB staff will 

attend the California Water Commission meeting in late January to request early funding and to 
request that the project be reclassified as a conjunctive use project rather than a groundwater 
storage project. Mr. Bartel also reported that IRWD has restructured their committees and 
Director Ferons will take the place of Director Reinhart moving forward. 

b) Sustainable Groundwater Management Act / Rosedale-Rio Bravo Water Storage District 
Groundwater Sustainability Agency –  

i. Consideration of Cost Share Agreement for 2026 GSP Costs – Mr. Bartel reported on 
discussions among GSA managers regarding associated costs related to the basin study 
and the Todd groundwater model. A motion was made by Director Unruh and seconded 
by Director Selvidge to authorize staff to execute the Kern Subbasin Cost Share 
Agreement (26-01), with a budget not to exceed $29,322 for the District’s contribution. 
The motion passed unanimously. 

AYES: Directors Pierucci, Selvidge, Unruh and Watts 
NOES: None 
ABSTANED: None 

ii. Ratification of Consultant Services Contracts – Mr. Taylor reviewed the MLJ 
Environmental Master Services Agreement with the Board and reported that the District 
will serve as the contract holder and be reimbursed by the Subbasin members. A motion 
was made by Director Watts and seconded by Director Unruh to ratify the MLJ 
Environmental Master Services Agreement for Kern Subbasin well mitigation efforts. 
The motion passed unanimously. 

AYES: Directors Pierucci, Selvidge, Unruh and Watts 
NOES: None 
ABSTAINED: None 

c) Kern Non-Districted Lands Joint Power Authority – Mr. Bartel gave a brief report on KNDLA 
activities and discussions on the White Land demand reduction and fees. 

d) Kern Fan Monitoring Committee – No report. 
e) Cross Valley Canal Advisory Committee – No report. 
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f) Pioneer Project Committee – Mr. Taylor briefed the Board on the Water Bank turnout project 
and status of the Pioneer Project Recharge Plan. 

g) Kern River Watershed Coalition Authority (KRWCA) – No report. 
h) Kern Fan Authority – No report. 
i) Joint Operating Committee (JOC) – No report. 
j) Committee for Delta Reliability – No report. 
k) South Valley Water Resources Authority – No report. 
l) Valley Ag Water Coalition – Mr. Taylor notes the monthly newsletter was included in the Board 

pack. 
m) Kern Integrated Regional Water Management Plan – No report. 
n) Sites Reservoir Project – Mr. Taylor directed the Board’s attention to the letters that have been 

received regarding the use of out of state consultants for the project. 
o) Association of California Water Agencies – Mr. Taylor announced staff members who will be 

participating on ACWA committees. 
p) Water Association of Kern County –  No report. 

 
ATTORNEY’S REPORT  
None. 
 
OLD OR NEW BUSINESS  
None. 
 
CORRESPONDENCE  
None. 
 
PUBLIC COMMENT  
None. 
 
CLOSED SESSION 
During the meeting, the Board met in closed session, as follows:  At 9:46 a.m. President Pierucci 
announced the Board would meet in closed session. At 11:20 a.m., the Board reconvened to open 
session. Mr. Raytis reported that the Board did not take any reportable action during the closed session. 
 
ADJOURNMENT 
At 11:20 a.m. President Pierucci adjourned the meeting. 


